
Subn.rins topog|apty of aldlvl rtolb r||tgosts a sea level of 130
n€tros below Dl€sent at lhe ldt gacirl narlnun

l(ct {ords Mrldives Sea level
Strbmnrinedifs Pleisloene

Th. l{ddrves n s lineir lroll chali sr.rching ndnh
sourl' tiotr' 3pproxinarelJ T N ro 05 S aloig 7l E in
rlE csrral I'dian oaa' The M'rdirian arolls forn
rhc errml and larsc{ pd oa ihc ch3los.Lleldilcs
Rid8c. This Ridsc is pan ola nill largs lc ua rhlr
rrcthcs fron ft. f,are crekftous Earlt Tcnnt
Dr(d TnF of India (anred abo l0 Nt ro rhc
\olcanicilr.acfi.;land of R;union rl sr\torlu
rqsr: Duncan Ld Ha.gRafs 1990) Thc \taldn6
rhmsch.s comp.is an trlr T.diaDt50 60 lla) rc!
(ni. brsdsnr or?rlain 6r appoinardr :00o m of
$rllo{.$rr.r c bour (Pui! l93ri Duncu ind
llarsrca\.s 1990: Purdr and B.nram 1991. $ 0teo

Thc crci oI lhc Maldivian carbonac ridec nu$
hrrc bccn crposd ro subacriar crono! during p!rnJd\
dlb$ s$ lcycl Thc mon rcc.nr {r lcv.l nrintrun$r\
.crchcd d dc drcirl miimum. darirs !!.und t3000

t0m lidnot ycirs
BP lllard d al. 1990). Aldough rhfte !n lcgiontrl
vriiriois, rhe deprh to which sea level d.opped n oiretr
hk.n ds 1l0m iFanbanks lq39)

Thk pic$nr nudy repon! rh. rclulrs ol !n sho
$undinE surrcy around four Mrldiviar 0rolh Nhioh
ru8ast thrr lcal *a lcvcl $s rcduccd h ibour
ll0 n bclory.uii.mlcvckduiis rlrc lln gh.irLmrri
'nu'n. ar nlr rimc pre*nrjay arolh rould h!!c b.ct
crpo$d as lar-qc. ne.pl! c1i6ed Ghnd!
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Tahle I gives de appniinare sizes ol $er clitrs Ar
every sire rhe clitr was 3r la$ l0n in heiSh!, droppinS
llon l00m ro r0n. Ar nany sne! rhe hflehr or th.
clifl*ds consid{rbly grearer (Table 1). At ten os or
eiShre.n sires rho bdse onhe cliJl sr
sirh I modrldcprh oll30n(Fi,! 2)
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Ahhoueh lar fiob codprchensivq these ftsult
sleecs rhc pie$n@ ol major clitrs encirclin! some
iI not all or lhc Maldivirn arolk. Ar al1 eishren
sit* surveyed, rhe .lif ba*s were i1 130 m dr deepd.
ftn susgsted rhrtrhis ll0 l l0 n dope br.ak narks

Ar seven or $e eishreen sires, th. critr ba*s were !t
r60 L70n (Fis.:). whdher rhis m$ks rhc deprh ofsn
eadicr rnd deeper low{rand n n
rirely,n mrr'6. sigoifcam rhr sns rtwhich rhe clill

sould probrbly havc 6(n erpo*d (o lhe sratn
s.ve{rioi, if pre*nt {ind paft ms are anrsuidc. Thc
sires in que$ion are those laciq ea$ in Nonh Mihd
hunmrdtrh Aro11, re$ inAd Atoll.and er$ or wsl in
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A clifiofrh'trr magrnudc ro rh. Mr]dtrhr on.s(potrd n.r rJs nored oII rh. dcD rore R oInonh
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